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Haiti

First Independent nation in Latin America

First Black led republic in the world with slave 
rebellion in 1804

Poorest country in the Americas per Human 
Development Index

Capital is Port-au-Prince

Office languages : French and Creole





Economy of Haiti

ÁGDP of 7 billion USD in 2009 with GDP per capita 
of 2 USD per day or  790$ / year

Á(Bill Gates wealth is 42 billion)

ÁPopulation 9 million

Á50% illiteracy

Á80% live in poverty

ÁAmong the most corrupt in corruption 
perceptions index  12 out of 180 countries

ÁJanuary 12, 2010   earthquake magnitude 7 hit 
port-au-prince  with 230,000 killed



Health Care in Haiti

Á40% of population have access to basic health 
care

ÁHalf of  the children in Haiti are unvaccinated

Á90% of children have water-born disease or 
intestinal parasites

Á5% of adult population are HIV positive

Á1/3 of children die before fifth birthday

ÁLife expectancy in Haiti is 53 years ( 78 in US)



ÁInfant mortality rate 74 deaths per 1000 live 
births  ( infants dying before first birthday)

Á In USA : 6.7 deaths per 1000

ÁMaternal mortality rate : 1400 deaths per 
100,000  in Haiti  

Á In USA : 11 deaths per 100,000

ÁHaiti has 10X higher infant mortality rate and 
100X higher maternal mortality rate



Causes of Blindness

ÁAccording to WHOestimates, the most common 
causes of blindness around the world in 2002 
were:

Ácataracts(47.9%),  22 million
Áglaucoma(12.3%),  6 million
Áage-related macular degeneration(8.7%), 
Ácornealopacity (5.1%), and 
Ádiabetic retinopathy(4.8%), 
Áchildhood blindness(3.9%), 
Átrachoma(3.6%) 
Áonchocerciasis(0.8%).[13]

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Health_Organization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cataract
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glaucoma
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Macular_degeneration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diabetic_retinopathy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Childhood_blindness&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trachoma
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onchocerciasis


ÁOf  40 million blind people around the world,

Áabout  70 to 80% are amenable to treatment

ÁIn developed countries, leading causes of 
blindness are  AMD, glaucoma and Diabetic 
Retinopathy because of better access to 
cataract surgery and less parasitic infection



Why go on a medical mission?

Á1.  Provide medical care to those who 
ÏÔÈÅÒ×ÉÓÅ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÉÔȢ

Á2. Expand your cultural frontiers

Á3. Expand your medical knowledge by 
treating and diagnosing new diseases.

Á4. Create new international friends

Á5. Practice Medicine without  paperwork.

Á6. Self-renewal 











ÁGroup : Northwest Christian Mission Group

Áwww.nwhcm.org

ÁAbout 80  people went including 

Átwo cornea, two oculoplastic, one glaucoma, 
one pediatric and one neuro-
ophthalmologist, one general 
ophthalmologist and one optometrist

ÁTimeframe : 1 week

ÁMay  1- 8, 2010

http://www.nwhcm.org/


Á870 eye exams,

Á200+ laser treatments

Á122 incisionalsurgeries, mostly cataract 
surgeries   20 of which were on kids. Including 
cataract, strabismus and glaucoma, 
enucleation.

Á

All of that was done in only 4.5 days











Fancy Optical Shop







Busy at work in OR



Getting ready for busy day in OR



Child with Right Esotropia before surgery



Child one day after strabismus surgery





Patient with esotropia



1 day post op strabismus surgery



LEUKOCORIA

ÁCORNEA : PETERS ANOMALY, GLAUCOMA, 
CORNEAL SCAR

ÁLENS : CATARACT, PHPV

ÁOPTIC NERVE : OPTIC NERVE COLOBOMA, 
NORMAL OPTIC NERVE

ÁRETINA: TOXOCARIASIS, TOXOPLASMOS, 
RETINOBLASTOMA,COATS DISEASE,





ÁToddler with congenital glaucoma and 
secondary corneal decompensationand 
normal lens

ÁTreatment : Glaucoma Filter placed in OD; 
Observation of end stage OS



Child with Leukocoria


